Name: __________________________________________ Date: ____________________ Class:______
Article #1: Identifying a Topic and Angle
Directions: List up to 3 possible topics you’d like to write about for Article #1. For each topic, describe 3 different angles that you could approach your article with. An angle is the focus, emphasis, or “slant” of a story; a distinctive way of viewing and writing about a topic. Be careful to not rephrase the same angle! (See example below—note that angle descriptions are ideas/works in progress!)
If you’re not sure what topics to list, brainstorm subjects you’re interested in (no matter whether they have anything to do with school!) on the back of this sheet (Helpful hint: think of how you spend your free time).
Example: 
Topic: Wildfires in California (2017)                                                                                                                    Angle 1: Where did they start and how did they become so destructive?—total impact                          Angle 2: How long it will take to recover from damage (buildings destroyed, effect on nature)             Angle 3: Family/families affected by wildfires (lost homes and/or loved ones)

Identify 3 possible topics:
1. Topic: _________________________________________________________________________
2. Topic: _________________________________________________________________________
3. Topic: _________________________________________________________________________
Identify up to 3 possible angles for each topic:
Topic 1
Angle 1:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 2:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 3:________________________________________________________________________
Topic 2
Angle 1:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 2:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 3:________________________________________________________________________
Topic 3
Angle 1:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 2:________________________________________________________________________ Angle 3:________________________________________________________________________


Topic Brainstorm
Think about these questions—you’re not limited to only answering these! They’re just here to help you out!  
How do you spend your free time?


Hobbies?


Sports?


What do you see yourself doing as an 8th grader? High schooler? Grown up?


What do you notice about the school when you walk down the halls? Sit on the bus? Talk with your friends?


What types of current events have you heard other students talk about at school?
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List more ideas below!

